
Henderson State announces first recipient of Caver­

Hudson Aspirnaut STEM Award 

Heather Buffalo is the first recipient of the award 

Henderson State University has named Heather Buffalo, a sophomore engineering major from Glenwood, 

Arkansas, as the first recipient of the prestigious Caver-Hudson Aspirnaut™ STEM Award, a transformative 

opportunity designed to expand student engagement in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

fields. 

The Caver-Hudson Aspirnaut™ STEM Award was established through a partnership between Henderson State 

University Caver College of Aviation, Science, and Nursing, and the Aspirnaut™ program at Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center by Dr. Troy Caver and Dr. Billy Hudson, both distinguished Henderson alumni from the Class of 

1962. Rooted in a friendship that began on the Henderson campus, Caver and Hudson share a lifelong 

commitment to academic excellence, innovation, and expanding opportunities for students pursuing STEM 

careers. 

Funded through the generosity of Caver, the award provides selected students with the opportunity to participate 

in a prestigious internship experience at Vanderbilt University Medical Center - opening doors to advanced 

research, mentorship, and professional development. 
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"The Caver-Hudson Aspirnaut™ STEM Award reflects Henderson State's ongoing commitment to connecting 

students with high-impact learning experiences and illustrates the powerful role alumni play in shaping the future 

of Reddies," said Josh Kee, vice-chancellor of Advancement. "Henderson extends its sincere gratitude to Dr. 

Caver and Dr. Hudson for their vision, generosity, and dedication to student success." 

Students interested in applying for the Caver-Hudson Aspirnaut™ STEM Award are encouraged to contact Dr. 

Shannon Clardy, dean of the Caver College of Aviation, Science, and Nursing, at clardY.s@hsu.edu for 

additional information. 
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